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concentration there* She could not stop Casimir from playing
the piano, receiving friends, or coming into her room while she
was solving a difficult equation; she could not stop the young
doctor's patients from breaking into the house. At night she was
abruptly wakened by the ring of the bell and the footsteps of
messengers who earne to get Bronya for the eonlinement of
sonic butcher's wife.
Above all, it was terribly inconvenient to live in La Villcttc:
one hour's journey to the Horbonne! And the price of two
omnibus fares was, in the long run, exorbitant. After a family
council of war, it was decided that Mario should go to live In the
Latin Quarter, near the university, the laboratories and the
libraries. The JDluskis insisted on lending the girl the few francs
that her moving would cost, and on the next morning Marie
started her campaign, visiting attics to let.
It was not without regret that she left the little flat; in the
neighbourhood of tlw slaughter-house, lost in prosaic surround-
ings but filled as it was with tenderness, courage and good
temper. Between Marie and Cashuir DIuski a fraternal
affection had been formed which was to lost out their lives*
Between Marie and lironya a magnificent romance had been
unfolding for years past; the romance of sacrifice and devotion,
of mutual help.
Weighed down by her pregnancy, Bronya supervised the
packing of her younger sister's poor belongings, which were
piled up on a handcart for the short journey, And, taking the
famous omnibus once again, passing from "imperial" to
''imperial/' Gasimir and his young wife solemnly accompanied
the "little one" as far as her student's lodging.